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Inside this issue:

We had a good show at Canterbury. A big thanks to Greg who provided
most of the modules and coordinated the show. With all of Greg's mod-
ules we actually wound up doing a ‘U’ shaped layout. I have included
some pictures which are on page 4. We had good crowds on both days
and there were some decent dealers there. Con-Cor was there and that
is the first time I have seen them at a show in a while. The guy at the
Con-Cor booth asked if I was going to the N-Scale convention in Louis-
ville. I mentioned that I was in fact going and he stated that he was go-
ing to be there and that Con-Cor was going to be cleaning out their fac-
tory, getting rid of all the ‘junk’ laying around the factory including non
running items, extra shells, etc. This would be a great opportunity to
add some items to your scratch building box. As a result of the show we are $150 richer and I
have the money in an envelope in my desk for now. We will have to discuss how to ‘appropriate’
these funds. The Great Train Expo also indicated that they would be returning next year but did
not have a specific date.
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Canterbury Show

We also had a good show at Forest Lake. The mall was not as dead as
I expected and we had a good crowd both days. Thanks to Kim, Mr.
T, Steve and Dan for providing modules and to Ken for helping with
tear down. We had some minor problems (see pictures on page 4) but
were able to identify the causes and clear them up.

At the show I had a long discussion with a couple, James and Dianne
Lundeen, who are looking for a place to move after retirement. One of
the items on their area check list is an active N-Trak club and so they
were glad to find us. They currently belong to Dayton N-Track (they
spell it with a ‘C’) and have several N-Trak modules. During my dis-
cussion I invited them to keep an eye on our web site for upcoming
shows and, if time permits, to bring one or more modules to any show
we are participating. I have also included them on my GRVS Group e-
mail list so they will be receiving this newsletter. Jim and Dianne we
look forward to your joining our club when you make the move.

When it rains it pours as they say. We spent many shows ducking
under modules to get inside the layout. Steve then had a lift out sec-
tion built. Turns out Jim and Dianne also have a lift bridge for one of
their modules. A picture of their lift bridge is included inside on page
4.

Forest Lake Show
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Meeting Recap

We had two meetings since the last newsletter and for those of you that
missed the first meeting, we had a great demonstration on resistance sol-
dering. Roger Albrecht and Dave Johnson each bought their resistance sol-
dering units to the meeting. Dave even set up a soldering demo track with
multiple drop wires going to a piece of flextrack. This allowed several club
members to try his or her hand at soldering drop wires to the track. A big
thanks to Roger and Dave for putting this clinic on and for providing their
soldering units for all to try.

I missed the second meeting but I asked Steve to put on a slide show of his
last trip. Hope all went well.

Here is the upcoming meeting schedule for GRVS:

 February 20th at AMTRAK. The delayed engine cleaning clinic will be given at
this meeting. I will demonstrate how to disassemble an engine down to the
motor and remove and clean the trucks, power pick-up and wheels. If we run
out of time, I will continue the clinic at the next open meeting.

 March 12th at Brian Hoags home.

 April 2nd at AMTRAK. I am planning to do a clinic on painting and assembling
DPM kits.

 April 23rd at AMTRAK. At this meeting or the next meeting I will go over basic
N-Trak standards. This will be directed mainly to those going to the N-Trak
meet in June.

 May 14th at AMTRAK

 June 4th at AMTRAK

The last two meetings have no clinics schedule so if you either want to learn a
technique or have something to share let me know.

Upcoming Meetings



Upcoming Shows

The following is a list of our upcoming shows:

 Oakdale, February 16/17, 2008. Steve is setting
this show up and Brian has stepped up to coordinate
the layout. Let Brian know if you can make this show.
As of now, Steve, Brian, Ken (two new modules!), Kim,
Mr. T, Roger and myself will have modules for this
layout. I’m planning to run DCC on one line but we
can switch back to DC if need be. Bring some of your
decoder equipped engines and give them a run. The
mall has very few occupants but is still running however this will likely be our last
show at this location.

 Three Rivers & LaCrosse, March 8/9, 2008. We have received our confirmation
for this show and have a 16 x 16 layout not counting stanchions. Steve, Nate and I
usually do this show but if anyone is interested in participating please let me know
and we will get you into the layout. This is fun little show with a fair number of deal-
ers and vendors. If you plan to attend but not bring a module let me know as I can
get club passes for you.

 Wayzata Bay Show, March 29/30, 2008. Kim has sent an e-mail out letting us
know the dates of this show as shown. If you can make it let Kim know. Steve will be
out of town so we’ll need some corners for this layout. As with the Oakdale show
there may not be many more shows at Wayzata Bay.

 Happy Grandparents Show, April 12/13, 2008. We have a 28 x 28 size layout for
this show so we need a good turnout. I also need someone to coordinate this show.
We also, as a group, usually go out to diner on Saturday night. I will not be there
that night so we also need someone to take a head count and call the restaurant for
reservations. I would like to run DCC on one line if we have enough interest.

 Fair Grounds Flea Market, May 17th. I received a request from Bill George ask-
ing if we could do a one day show at the fair grounds flea market on Saturday, May
17th. We normally don’t do one day shows but we were informed that we could do a
set up on Friday night, the 16th. I put it out to the club and received a surprising
‘Yes’ from a fair number of people. I am planning on doing a 12 x 16 layout at this
show. If you want to be included let me know.

Mark Your Calendars with These Upcoming
Shows.
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See Page 5 for the rest of the show schedules.



Volume I Issue 2

Canterbury Show

Good Crowds Both Days Steve, we even had a seat for you!

With Greg’s modules we were
able to make a ‘U’ shaped layout

Greg, Dan & Ron

Forest Lake

Oh no! Did someone leave
their train unattended! James and Dianne Lundeen’s bridge

module. Got to love the name!



National N-Scale Convention

The next National N-Scale convention is being held in
Louisville, Kentucky between June 24th and June 30th,
2008. Steve and I have both signed up for this event
and Brian has expressed interest in going. We will also
be bringing our modules. If you plan to attend I would
consider signing up ASAP as spaces are filling up. If you
want to bring your module and be in ‘our’ loop let me
know and I will add you to our list. I have also signed
up as a ‘Loop Captain’ (wonder if you have to be Loopy
to qualify?). I don’t know what that entails but I’m sure
I’ll find out. The link for the convention is: http://web.mac.com/
pauljdowns/2008_N_Scale_Convention/Home.html. There is also a link for the Galt Hotel
which is the convention hotel. Rooms there are also going fast.

As of now they are planning to have over 700 N-Trak modules at the layout.
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 N-Scale Convention, June 25-28, 2008 . See above for details on this show.

 Thunder Bay Train Show. The folks up in Thunder Bay, Canada put on a train
show every October and asked if GRVS would be interested in attending. The pro-
ceeds for the show go to a local charity. The show for next year is scheduled for Oc-
tober 25-26, 2008. So far Steve and I plan to attend. This show is a long ways off but
mark your calendars and if you can make it let me know. You will need a passport to
get to/from Canada.

 A ways out but I suspect that there might be another Duluth show in November.
I’ll keep you informed if I hear anything.

Upcoming Shows, Con’t.
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Looking Ahead

Visit our

website @
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I am still looking for ideas to put
into my ‘Tip of the Month’ column.
If you have a idea that you’d like
to share, let me know and I’ll put
it in here. Kim gave me a clinic list
that was put out by Caboose Hob-
bies. They put on clinics every
week. Wish we had a hobby shop
like that! I’ll bring it to the next
meeting. If there is something in
there that you would like to see,
I’ll see if we have someone in the
club that can teach that subject. I
know there are some good ideas
floating around out there so con-
sider providing a show and tell for
the club.

Thanks,

Ed Schultz

Sometimes Super Glue or instant adhesive isn’t super or
instant (except when it gets on your fingers!). This
seems to happen when we are gluing something very
small, especially people. Trying to glue people can be
frustrating while waiting for the glue to set. There are
products on the market called super glue accelerators.
Zip Kick is one such product. They are made to be
sprayed on a joint where you are using super glue. The
accelerator sets the super glue in an instant. I don’t like
the fact that I have to spray this stuff as I don’t think
the fumes are very healthy so I found a way to use the
accelerator and not spray it on the joint. Apply the su-
per glue to one of the items you want to glue. If it is a
person, put the glue on the feet. Then take a toothpick
and apply a drop of the accelerant to the other surface
and set the person in the drop of accelerant. The glue
will set instantly and you won’t have to wait.

Tip of the Month

Two Part Super Glue


